
 By collecting and hand-drawing their personal data and sending it to each other in the
form of postcards, two award-winning information designers living on different sides of the
Atlantic became friends. Each week, and for a year, they collected and measured a particular
type of data about their lives, used this data to make a drawing on a postcard-sized sheet of paper,
and then dropped the post- card in an English “postbox” (Stefanie) or an American “mailbox”
(Giorgia). Eventually, the postcard arrived at the other person’s address with all the scuff marks
of its journey over the ocean: a type of “slow data” transmission. (Somewhat refreshing in the
age of rapid data transmission!) Over the fifty-two weeks, the collecting of data about their lives
became a kind of ritual. They would spend the week noticing and noting down their activities
or thoughts, before translating this information into a hand-drawn visualization.
 On the front of the postcard there would be a unique representation of their weekly
data, and, on the other side (in addition to the necessary postage and address), they would
squeeze in detailed keys to the drawings: the code to enable the recipient to decipher the picture,
and to fantasize about what had happened to their friend the week before. Dear Data is meant
to be a “personal documentary.” They feel that they can use data to become more humane and
to connect with ourselves and others at a deeper level.
 You will be assigned a partner from class to be Dear Data pals with. Each week, you will
compile and draw (in the form of some type of data visualization) your data. Then you will
send it through the USPS to your partner who will receive it on a Friday and bring it to class
the following Monday. If you do not attend class on the following Monday, you must take a photo
and email to me. This will be a five week long project. The schedule is as follows:
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This project is inspired by the Dear Data Project of Giorgia
Lupi and Stefanie Posavec. All text on this project sheet is
taken from: http://www.dear-data.com/theproject/

INFOGRAPHICSAND
    DATAVISUALIZATION

Monday March 16th

Monday March 23rd

Monday March 30th

Monday April 6th

Monday, April 13th

Final Critique: Monday, April 13th

Infographics & Data Visualization - ART 211
MW 12:00pm - 2:30pm
Spring 2020
Kemp Library Computer Lab G04

Instructor: David Mazure
dmazure@esu.edu

Office #227, Fine & Performing Arts Bldg.
Office Phone: 570.422.3612
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