
INFOGRAPHICSAND
    DATAVISUALIZATION

Infographics & Data Visualization - ART 211
MW 12:00pm - 2:30pm
Spring 2020
Kemp Library Computer Lab G04

Catalog Description: This course is an an introduction to the principles of visual representation of information
in digital media. Students will present data in a concise manner easily deciperable to a mass audience. An
emphasis will be placed upon design principles in displaying information using charts, maps, diagrams, posters,
and visual narratives.

Expanded Description: This course is designed to provide students with the foundation necessary for an
introductory understanding of visualizing data. In this course students will learn to communicate clearly in
a visual format using professional graphic design techniques. ART 211 consists of a study of information
graphics and data visualizations throughout time. Students will interpret simple data sets from numerous
sources including, but not limited to: personal research, client-based research, and data provided by instructor.
Students will learn to identify patterns, trends, and contrasting elements from data sets and designs across
categories, space, and time. Software applications necessary to the completion of the creation of infographics
including (but not limited to): Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and
Microsoft Powerpoint will be covered. Other topics to be covered: color theory, layout, typography, stylization,
design process, stock imagery, visual narratives, small multiples, basic statistics, the History of Infographics
and Data Visualization, and presentation and craftsmanship techniques.

Students will:
1. be introduced to and understand the differences between several ways of presenting data digitally.
2. be introduced to software applications necessary to visualize data.
3. visualize data both digitally and traditionally (analog).
4. learn proper data research methodologies.
5. become familiar with technology and hardware crucial to designing infographics.
6. understand the power the designer has in influencing their viewer(s).
7. understand the interconnectivity between a myriad of other disciplines.
8. decide what type of format is ideal to present specific data sets.
9. understand how to communicate effectively to a large audience.
10. develop a proficiency in the successful utilization of basic design principles.
11. apply understanding of #s 1 - 10 (above) to create their own infographics.
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GOALSOBJECTIVES

Instructor: David Mazure
dmazure@esu.edu

Office #227, Fine & Performing Arts Bldg.
Office Phone: 570.422.3612

Office Hours: MW: 9:00am-12:00pm, 2:30-3:00pm,

         TuTh 10:00am-11:00am
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As a studio course, you will have some time to work in class, but this course will require considerable amounts
of time outside of class (about 4 - 5 hours a week) to complete the assignments. Although I will provide some
software instruction during class and will be available to help you during office hours (by appointment), you
are expected to learn the software used in this class on your own time. When you need help, use each software
application’s Help menu. If you need additional help, schedule a meeting with me during office hours.
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COURSEEXPECTATIONS

You are expected to attend all classes and be in class for its entire scheduled time. Your grade will be affected
by repeated absences and/or tardiness. You are allowed three unexcused absences. Examples of unexcused
absences include (but are not limited to): trouble waking up, parking trouble, car trouble, computer trouble,
trouble with the law, and leaving early for vacation.

Absences will only be excused for medical or family emergency reasons, a university-sanctioned field trip or
the observance of a religious holiday. If you must miss a class, please notify me in advance. You must present
documentation either prior to or immediately following an absence:

 Illness/Injury. Letter on official stationery from attending physician including the dates you were absent.
 Death of Immediate Family Member. Obituary or letter from attending clergy.
 Professional/School Related Activity. Letter from appropriate department/faculty on official stationary.

COURSEPOLICIES
Attendance

Late arrivals more than five minutes after the start of class will be considered one-third of an absence. If you
arrive late, it is your responsibility to ensure that your attendance is noted. Late arrivals more than twenty
minutes after the start of class will be considered a whole absence. Early departures from class without
permission will also be considered a whole absence. Your final letter grade will be lowered by one whole
letter grade for every unexcused absence beyond the three allowed. You are responsible for any in-
structions, handouts or assignments missed because of late arrival, early departure or absence. Unprepar-
edness counts as an absence. Have your tools, books, sketches, homework and projects ready by the start
of class. On discussion or critique days, have your work prepared for display as outlined in the assignment and
ready for discussion at the start of class. On workdays, have your materials with you. If you are unprepared
for class, you will receive an absence for the day.

Attendance for all critiques is mandatory. Dates will be announced ahead of time. Failure to present work
will reduce your grade for a project. If you have not completed a project, you must attend its critique and
present your work in progress and discuss it with the class. Failure to attend a critique will result in an F
for that project.

Your contribution to class discussions and critiques is an important part of this class. Interaction with your
fellow classmates and dialogue with each other will help all of us learn. Your participation is highly encouraged
and expected. Ask questions, challenge each other (and me!), have opinions and express them with respect.
It is important for you to be engaged in class discussions about your work and the work of your peers.

Participation



pgthree

Deadlines of various types (exercises, research, sketches, critiques, etc.) will be assigned throughout the
semester. Work is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise noted. If you are presenting work, it should
be prepared as specified on the assignment handout by the time class begins. Work not prepared before a
critique starts will be considered late. All late work will be graded down one full letter grade for each class
period late. If you miss a big critique, you will not receive credit for that project. If you have an excused
absence for a big critique, you must hand in your work at the next class meeting with a written excuse.

YETMORECOURSEPOLICIES

Deadlines/Critiques

You have the opportunity to improve your grade on a project if the initial deadline was met and the project
was presented in critique. You will have one week to resubmit a project after it has been returned to you
with a grade. You must submit the original work with the revised work.

Resubmitting Work

Your work is expected to be made by you. Simple as that. If you need help with technical issues you
may get help, but your helpers should not do your work for you. As a community of learners at East
Stroudsburg University, we must create an atmosphere of honesty, fairness, and responsibility, without

Academic Integrity

Inform me today of any special needs you may have that will have an impact on your coursework and/or
attendance in this class.

Special Needs

Turn your cell phone (or portable electronic device) off before class. If I see or hear one, you will be 
asked to leave for the day, be marked absent and receive a 0 for the current project. If this happens
more than once you will fail this course. DO NOT be made an example of.

Emailing, web surfing (not related to current project), facebooking, tweeting, texting, instant messaging,
or any other social media usage are not permitted. Same rules apply as above for cell phones.

Distractions

which we cannot earn the trust and respect of each other. Furthermore, we recognize that academic
dishonesty detracts from the value of an East Stroudsburg University degree. Therefore, we will not
tolerate lying, cheating, or stealing in any form and will oppose any instance of academic dishonesty.

Computer issues will not be a valid excuse for missing a deadline. Make regular daily backups of your
work to something (ie. external hard drive, DropBox, cloud, etc.) other than a jump drive or your computer’s
hard drive. If you use your own laptop computer for this class feel free to bring it to class, but be prepared
to use lab computers if your computer fails you. Unsolicited advice: While working digitally either in the
classroom or at home, remember to save, Save, SAVE your files constantly! And, when finished, be sure
to back them up as described above - don’t learn the hard way, it sucks!

Computers
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Exercises and projects will be critiqued on specific dates and turned in for grading. Grading criteria
will be:

 Creativity/Concept: Design impact, effectiveness and aesthetics. Taking chances, etc.
 Craft: Organization, technical execution and precision. Adherence to project guidelines. Neatness
           of project creation, mounting and presentation.
 Process: Depth of creative search, adherence to deadlines and written reflections.

These are the main guidelines to work by. Each individual project will have its own unique set of criteria
upon which it will be graded. There will also be other graded activites such as quizzes, etc.

GRADINGCRITERIA

http://www.davidmazure.com/courses/
Password: ISOTYPE

CLASSWEBSITE

The following items are required and need to be purchased by Monday, February 4th:

 Sketchbook

 Matte board/Illustration board for final project presentations buy as needed)

 Variety of sketching pencils (from H - 4B) & White plastic eraser

 X-acto knife with extra blades & Utility knife (box cutter)

 Rubber Cement or Spray Mount (no Elmers glue, glue sticks or tape)

 Metal straight-edge (ruler) with cork or foam backing, 24”

 Access to high-quality digital camera 
 
 USB flash drive (at least one of 4GB or more)
 Backup drive (external hard drive, home computer) Do not backup to a USB drive!

 Money for high-quality color printing  Final projects must be printed at the highest quality. Cheap inkjet
 prints on regular, plain paper will not be accepted. Places to print, listed on next page.

REQUIREDSUPPLIES
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The following are some on-campus locations where you can access the software applications we will be using
throughout this course:
 Fine Arts Building, 2nd Floor Design Lab
 Stroud Hall #314
 Stroud Hall #202
 Fine & Performing Arts Center Studio #103
 Rosencrantz

COMPUTERLABS

The following are some close-to-campus locations where you can bring your files to print for final presenations:

 1) The Graphics Center: located on the top floor of ESU’s University Center.
      website: http://quantum.esu.edu/saa/graphicscenter/
      phone: (570) 422-3376

 2) Kistler Printing: located a few feet from campus at 109 Prospect Street.
     website: http://www.kistlerprinting.com/
     phone: (570) 421-2050

 3) Main Street Print & Copy Center: located in downtown Strousburg (less than a 1/2 mile walk from campus).

     website: https://plus.google.com/103782649272864389969/about?gl=us&hl=en
     phone: (570) 424-0800

PLACESTOPRINT

ADDITIONALSUPPLIES
I will probably ask you to purchase more supplies (or you might find it necessary to purchase more depending
upon where your creativity takes you) as the semester progresses. The list above is a good start and contains
MOST of the materials necessary for this class.



University Policies and Procedures The following is a list of procedures related to the Office 
of Diversity & Equal Opportunity. To review the complete policies, you can visit the University 
Policy repository under the President's Office. If you have any questions, please contact our 
office, (570) 422-3656. 

Veteran's Preference Procedure 
Discrimination and Harassment and Sexual Harassment Procedure 
Request an Accommodation Under the Americans with Disabilities Act Procedure 

Other policies regarding student conduct and discipline, academic integrity, withdrawal from 
class procedure, incomplete grade policy, student grievance procedures, disability services 
may be found in the Student Handbook: 
http://www.esu.edu/students/documents/pdf/student_handbook.pdf 

Notice of Non-Discrimination for ESU 
East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran’s 
status in its programs and activities in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and 
regulations. 

  
Accessibility and Accommodations Students who are in need of accommodations for a 
disability may consult with the Office of Accessible Services Individualized for Students, or 
OASIS, on campus at 570-422-3954 to arrange for appropriate accommodations. For students 
with existing accommodations, it is the student’s responsibility to give reasonable notice in a 
timely manner to the professor prior to requesting an accommodation. 

 
Title IX Statement:  
East Stroudsburg University and its faculty are committed to assuring a safe and productive 
educational environment for all students. In order to meet this commitment and to comply with 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and guidance from the Office for Civil Rights, 
the University requires faculty members to report incidents of sexual violence shared by 
students to the University’s Title IX Coordinator.  The only exceptions to the faculty member’s 
reporting obligation are when incidents of sexual violence are communicated by a student 
during a classroom discussion, in a writing assignment for a class, or as part of a University--
approved research project.  Faculty members are obligated to report sexual violence or any 
other abuse of a student who was, or is, a child (a person under 18 years of age) when the 
abuse allegedly occurred to the person designated in the University protection of minors 
policy. Information regarding the reporting of sexual violence and the resources that are 
available to victims of sexual violence is set forth at:   
Title IX: Sexual Harassment and Sexual Violence  http://www4.esu.edu/titleix/ 
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