 ARTA 1204: Color Theory
Summer 2009
FREE STUDIES
Free studies are a weekly assignment to be started on a Friday and due the following Thursday. They are to be completed on consecutive pages in your sketchbook in acrylic. Sometimes, if the situation calls for it, collage materials or other alternatives may be used with permission from the instructor. Each Free Study assignment will entail the creation of 5 compositions based on the theme provided below. You are open to interpret this theme in any way you wish, but remember, the focus of this class is color, so that should be the most important aspect.

Free Study #1: Warm & Cool
Due date: Thursday, July 23rd at the start of class.

Warm Colors: Warm colors are made mostly of red, orange and yellow. This family of colors is called warm because they remind you of warm things like the sun or fire. Warm colors can even make you feel warmer because they can slightly increase your circulation and body temperature! Warm hues are also said to advance, meaning they appear to come forward, making the walls feel closer. Thus, they can actually make a room feel cozy when used in decorating. If an element in your design needs to pop out, consider using warm colors to do that.

Cool Colors: Cool colors are made mostly of green, blue and violet. This family of colors is called cool because they remind you of cool things like a cool forest or a cold lake. Cool colors can even make you feel cooler because they can slightly decrease your circulation and body temperature! Because these colors have a tendency to feel like they are receding (or backing away from you), cool tones are often used to paint the walls of a small room to make the room appear larger.

