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Research Paper Writing Assignment

COLOR THEORIST

Due: Monday, August 10th
Based upon a writing assignment developed by Anita DeAngelis

The study of the sensation of color is complex. Knowing how color theory has evolved in helpful during any study of color. From ancient times to the present, the study of color has evolved, and the language of color has been organized and reorganized. Greek philosophers, Empedocles, Democritus, Plato, and Aristotle all observed color phenomenon and attempted to explain color.

For this paper, you must choose from the following list of color theorist as the basis of your paper. Many of theorists listed wrote extensively regarding their research on color. If you would prefer to write your paper on a different color theorist, not listed below, please ask me first. You must email (or tell) me your paper topic by Friday, July 24th. No two students can research the same paper topic, so it’s first come, first serve:
Leonardo da Vinci–Italian artist and scientist

Sir Isaac Newton–English physicist

Moses Harris–English entomologist and engraver

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)–German poet

J.C. Maxwell (1831-1879)–Scottish physicist

Michel Eugene Chevreul (1786-1889)–French chemist

Ogden Rood (1831-1902)–American artist and scientist

Ewald Hering (1834-1918)–German physiologist and psychologist

Albert Munsell (1858-1918)–American color-theorist

Wilhem Ostwald (1853-1932)–German chemist

Johannes Itten (1888-1957)–Swiss teacher and artist

Josef Albers (1888-1976)– artist and teacher

Faber Birren (1900-1988)–born and educated in Chicago

Frans Gerritsen–Dutch color theorist and artist

Paper length: 5 pages (at least 1250 words), to be emailed or printed and handed in, as long as I receive it by the start of class on Monday, August 10th. 

This is a research assignment and you must have at least three sources cited in your paper. One must be a book and two must be magazine articles. Websites can count as additional sources, but you must have the magazines and book. There is a plethora of information on each of these theorists at the Sherrod Library, so there should be no reason you cannot find the information you need. Please photocopy (or scan) the magazine articles that you cite and hand in to me on the day the paper is due. Your paper must use MLA Format for citing sources, according to the handout you already received in class.

Please limit the amount of biographical information you choose to include in your paper unless it directly relates to your color theorist’s thoughts on color; such information is acceptable for the introduction and/or conclusion. Take time to plan, compose, revise and edit the paper. If you would like me to read a rough draft and give you feedback, I am happy to do so.  DO NOT plagiarize (you WILL get in trouble) – paraphrasing and quoting is acceptable. Make sure to include a proper introduction, body, and conclusion. Avoid generalized comments without legitimate supporting evidence.
