ARTA 1201-201: Drawing Fundamentals


TTR 5:15pm to 8:05pm

Homework Questions #2

Read Chapters 2 & 3 in Drawing from Observation by Brian Curtis (pp. 7-28) and answer the following questions:

For additional information on drawing media: their history, advantages, and examples, please access the Dry & Wet Media reading on the class website.
1. What is believed to be the oldest drawing medium? (Circle one)

    a) graphite     b) sharpie marker     c) charcoal     d) conte crayon

2. List two limitations of vine charcoal:

    1.

    2.

3. If you attempt to sharpen your charcoal with a sharp instrument, how should you do it?

4. What colors do conte crayons come in?

5. Before rubber was used for erasing graphite, what substance was most commonly used for

    erasers?

6. When your kneaded eraser becomes covered in charcoal, what must you do to extend the life

    of the eraser?

7. List the five things that have a direct impact on the marks you make while drawing:

    1.

    2.

    3.

    4.

    5.

8. What advantage(s) does standing have over sitting, while in the act of drawing?

9a.The book describes the act of stepping away from a drawing to attain a ‘fresh eye’ or new

     perspective. Can you think of other ways to acquire a ‘fresh eye’ on your drawing?

9b. Do you think you might employ one of these techniques this semester?

10. Why is it important that you return to the exact same viewing spot each and every time you

      resume drawing?

11. What will varying the pressure on the tip of your charcoal have a direct impact upon?

12. According to the author, Brian Curtis, what, initially determines the overall effectiveness of a

      drawing?

ACTIVITY:

Using graphite pencils, ranging from 8B –  2H (numbers indicate the relative hardness/darkness of the graphite), experiment with varying line weights and values. Draw five lines (or line networks) below; each in a different darkness/hardness of graphite. Then, choose an object to draw, using only these five types of graphite pencils. (Begin to recognize the advantages of certain pencils over others in your drawing). 

