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e-mail: davidmazure@yahoo.com
Ball Hall Room 327
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Catalog Description

ARTA 201-201 Drawing Fundamentals (3 hours)–Prerequisite: none. An introductory drawing course based on direct observation techniques, analysis, basic pictorial composition and spatial organization. An exploration of a variety of subject matter, media, processes and attitudes as related to drawing and the visual arts. This course requires no previous experience or knowledge of the art of drawing. The primary focus of this class is to develop your observation skills by drawing directly from subject matter such as still-life, landscape, the figure, etc. In-class and take-home assignments will be given to allow you the opportunity to experiment with different media and techniques. Emphasis will be placed on line, value, proportion, and perspective. Ultimately, good drawing skills will develop into the capacity to skillfully render greater illusions of 3-dimesions on a 2-dimensional surface.

Goals

1.  To develop observation, thinking and problem-solving skills.

2.  To introduce you to various drawing concepts and to become familiar with the use of the basic elements of 

     drawing.

3.  To develop your critical thinking skills to include oral and written criticism as applied to the visual arts.

4.  To form your own unique, inventive ideas.

5.  To make informed decisions before deciding upon a possible final solution.

6.  To become acquainted with vocabulary and critical analysis through participation and critiques.

7.  To be able to draw better than you thought possible!

Assignments
Each class meeting, we will explore a topic via demonstrations, slide presentations and exercises. Expect to spend the majority of each class period drawing. It is essential that you always bring your drawing supplies to class unless otherwise notified. You are expected to work on that day’s assignment in class. No exceptions! If you don’t bring your supplies to class you we asked to leave and get them within 30 minutes of the time class begins. This will count as a tardy (and an absence if you are more than 30 minutes late).

It is important to realize that each assignment and exercise in this course is integral to the work that follows. Failure to complete any assignment will adversely affect your progress in this course.
You will be expected to keep a sketchbook as well as complete 3 major drawings outside of class. Specifics will be given on a separate handout. These assignments are separate from what you will be doing in class. You will need to spend 3-6 hours per week on outside drawings and/or on your sketchbooks if you have any hope of passing this class. You will have a minimum of 3 weeks to complete each ‘outside’ drawing. All projects and assignments must be completed and turned in on time in order for you to receive a grade. Any project that is not turned in on the date specified will be considered late, and the equivalent of 10 percentage points will be deducted for it being late. I will not accept any projects over one class period late. If you do not hand in a project it will be deemed an F and you will get zero points for it. 

Make sure to keep all assignments, projects and homework, at least until the end of the semester. For those of you who are art majors, this work may be useful for required for your Works in Progress Review.

Sketchbook, portfolio, critiques and quizzes

A specific handout will be given in regards to rules and regulations of the sketchbook, portfolio, critiques and quizzes, including exact due dates.

Attendance

Attendance and punctuality are MANDATORY, and a critical factor for the student’s grade. 

Due to the intensive nature of this course, it will be extremely difficult to complete work if you miss class.  Students are allowed three unexcused absences, though these are discouraged.  These three unexcused absences are meant to be used for when you truly can’t make it to class…like you have the flu, you’re a commuter and the weather is bad, you had a medical emergency, etc.  

You should save your three absences for these reasons.  Your fourth absence will lower your final grade 1/3 a full letter (an “A “becomes a “A-”, a “B-” becomes a “C+”).  Any additional absences will lower your final grade one full letter (an “A” becomes a “B”, a “B-” becomes a “C-”).   Excused absences will be given for authorized college functions, serious illness (which must be confirmed by a doctor), or a death in the family, and will require supporting documentation.  DO NOT schedule appointments, either school-related or otherwise, during our class time.  An outside job is NOT an excuse to miss class. You should drop this class if it interferes with your job.

Students are expected to be present for the entire class, no leaving early or arriving late without permission. Instruction will be given promptly at the beginning of class, therefore I expect all students to be present and ready to begin at the start of class!  If the student is 15 minutes late for class, or leaves 15 minutes early, they will be marked as tardy.  If one hour late, the student will be considered absent for the day.  Being tardy three times will count as one absence.  Do not let absences destroy your grade for this course.    We will take breaks as a group for 10 minutes each class.  At the end of the break students will be present and ready to work or be considered tardy.  













If you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered in class that day, what might have been assigned, and if any assignments are due.  You check the website: www.davidmazure.com, you can ask fellow students, ask me before or after class, send me an email, or you can leave a note in my mailbox.  You are accountable for your own actions; I will not come to you if you miss a class.


Academic Honesty Policy

Academic work that is submitted to an instructor is assumed to be the result of one’s own work, thought, research, or self-examination.  Academic dishonesty can exist in visual work as well as in written work.  Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge the use of words, ideas, images, music, and/or organization of another, or to claim someone else’s ideas, or work as your own.  Anyone engaged in plagiarism may face a disciplinary hearing, possibly leading to dismissal from East Tennessee State University.  Projects completed for an assignment in one course cannot be turned in for another course, unless the two courses have assigned a joint project. 

Class Decorum

All students will be expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.  This includes having courtesy for the faculty member as well as the other students enrolled in the course.  Problems with behavior will result in a verbal reprimand and may be followed by further disciplinary actions. 

As a courtesy to the class and those that follow, you will be required to clean up your area before leaving.  This includes cleaning any spills, disposing of drink cans or cups, clearing away your materials, cleaning up spilled paint and dusting surfaces of stray eraser material.  For your own protection, take the time to lock up all of your materials and supplies.  Make sure that you do not leave your projects on the tables in the room.  Remember that other classes will need the work space as well.  There will be no maid service provided by the faculty member. 

         This class will have an atmosphere of open creative dialogue.  I will encourage all artistic forms of discussion; however, I demand mutual respect and tolerance for all opinions and positions.  I expect this not only between instructor and student but also amongst peers.  Intolerance, disrespect, or disruptive behavior is inappropriate.  Repeated disciplinary infractions may lower the student’s final grade.

        You must let me know right away about any special needs or disabilities you may have that could affect your performance during this class; we can make arrangements to work around them.  If you are an athlete or will be observing any major religious holidays that may conflict with your attendance and class time, you must notify me well in advance.  In essence we need to address them in the first week of class.  It will be nearly impossible to excuse an absence from class, like a critique for example, if you wait until the class before the critique.

Cell Phones: Cell Phone usage WILL NOT be tolerated in this class. You should turn your cell phone off during class time. If your cell phone is heard ringing in class, I will give your one opportunity for a mistake. Any calls after one will result in a 5 point reduction of your final grade for each offense. Please be courteous to the faculty member and your classmates. Ringing phones are distracting to you and your classmates. The same rules apply for text messaging on phones or other devices.

Grading

Your work will be evaluated carefully by considering the following elements:

1.  Quality and improvement in your work.  This is the key factor in grading the work.

2.  Completion of the assigned task in a timely fashion.

3.  Your consideration and development of possible solutions to a problem.

4.  Your ability to comprehend and complete fully each assignment as specified in the directions given.

5.  Craftsmanship, competence with materials and presentation.

6.  Participation in discussions and critiques.

Grading Equivalencies:

3 Sketchbooks = 30% (10% each)

In-class drawings = 30% 

3 Outside drawings = 30%

Quizzes and Homework assignments = 10%

Grade meaning is as follows:  A grade of "D" will be given for those projects that attempt to satisfy the specifications of the assignment but fall short; a grade of "C" will be for those which barely complete the specifications of the assignment; a grade of "B" is for those which complete the specifications, have good craftsmanship and have good aesthetic developments; an "A" is given for those projects that push the boundaries of the assignment, have superior craftsmanship and presentation, and exhibit qualities of a move to more independent thinking. Plus/minus grades will be included within each range. There will be no A+ or D- grades.

All work will be graded on a 100 point scale.  Grade equivalencies are as follows:


94+ -- A

77 - 79 -- C+

59 and below – F


90 - 93 -- A-

74 - 76 -- C


87 - 89 -- B+

70 - 73 -- C-


84 - 86 -- B

67 - 69 -- D+


80 - 83 -- B-

60 - 66 -- D

No Incompletes will be given except in the case of an EXTREME circumstance. Incompletes are never a good idea, and do not assume that you will be granted an incomplete simply because you stop attending class or do not turn in your assignments. Any project that is not turned in on the date specified will be considered late, and its' grade will be lowered by five points for lateness. No late work will be accepted beyond one class period after the specified due date. 

Minus System

The minus system is very easy. Five minuses equals a lowering of your final grade 1/3 of a mark. If you would

normally receive a B+ as a final grade, with five minuses you will instead receive a B. How does one acquire

minuses? There are a myriad of ways to collect minuses. Some such ways are: not handing in homework, handing

in projects late, speaking in class out of turn (especially when I am talking), not being prepared for class, being

disruptive, etc.

About Class Participation: 

You should always be prepared for class and especially for critiques. This includes becoming familiar with the assigned readings from the textbook, having all art materials ready to use in class (this is a studio class!) and having art work completed or nearly completed for the critiques. Additionally, you should show a willingness to express your thoughts and opinions regarding both your artwork and that of your classmates.

After Hours:

You are welcome (and encouraged) to work in the classroom when no other classes are scheduled in the room. Nights and weekends are also possible, but please be safe. I encourage you to bring a friend or make arrangements with other classmates when they are in the building after hours. If needed, you will be provided with the combination to the outside door. This door should NEVER be propped open for any reason!

Expect to work at least 3-6 hours outside of class, per week, for this course.

Tentative Class Schedule:

WEEK 1: 09/01 & 09/03: Introduction/Marks/Line/Drawing Positioning

WEEK 2: 09/08 & 09/10: Familiarization with Materials/Gesture/Intuitive Placement

WEEK 3: 09/15 & 09/17: Perceptual Grid/Clock-Angle Tool

WEEK 4: 09/22 & 09/24: Intuitive Perspective/Positive-Negative Awareness & Usage

WEEK 5: 09/29 & 10/01: Free work day/Critique #1 (Portfolio #1 Due/Outside Drawing #1 Due)

WEEK 6: 10/06 & 10/08: Quiz #1/Sketchbook #1 Due/Atmospheric Perspective (Revisit importance of line weight)

WEEK 7: 10/13 & 10/15: Proportion/Begin Cross-Contour

WEEK 8: 10/20 & 10/22: Cross-Contour/Composition

WEEK 9: 10/27 & 10/29: Composition/Free work day

WEEK 10: 11/03 & 11/05: Outside Drawing #2/Portfolio #2/Critique #2/Quiz #2/Sketchbook #2/Begin Foreshortened Circles

WEEK 11: 11/10 & 11/12: Foreshortened Circles/Chiaroscuro

WEEK 12: 11/17 & 11/19: Value/Texture

WEEK 13: 11/24 & 11/26: Value Texture

WEEK 14: 12/01 & 12/03: Perspective (1 & 2 Point)

WEEK 15: 12/08 & 12/10 3-Point Perspective/Portfolio #3/Sketchbook #3

FINAL: Date and time to be announced/Quiz #3/Outside Drawing #3/Critique #3

NO CLASS – 10/20 FALL BREAK!!!!

                       11/26 THANKSGIVING

