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Outside Drawing Assignment #1

Criteria: Spend a MINIMUM of 3 hours on this drawing. Use 18” x 24” drawing paper (no newsprint). Label it with your name and the assignment on the back.


- Use graphite (pencil)


- No erasing


- No shading

This exercise is to help you utilize some of the tools and techniques we have covered in class thus far. Drawing should show evidence of at least some of these skills and techniques:


• Gesture


• Intuitive Placement


• Line Variation


• Perceptual Grid (including Mondrian Tool)


• Clock Angle Tool


• Positive & Negative Shape

Assignment Completion Guidelines:

1. Set up a still life of 5 or more objects.


still life

noun ( pl. still lifes |ˌlīfs|)


a painting or drawing of an arrangement of objects, typically including fruit and flowers and 
objects contrasting with these in texture, such as bowls and glassware.

2. With a light, delicate line, establish a quick graphic notation of where everything falls on the page. Develop the placement of the objects simultaneously. Don’t worry about specifics or details at this stage. Step back and view your work. Notice any corrections you need to make with regard to the placement and size of your objects. See page 36 (Figs. 4.5 a-d) of your text. Your drawing should be at the same stage.

3. When you return to your drawing, always be sure you are positioning yourself in the exact same manner each time as to avoid the need to alter the angle or size of your drawing, ie. you want to keep the exact same viewpoint each time you approach your drawing. Go back to your drawing and make any corrections you need to (based upon your stepping back from the previous stage). Again, keep your contact light (do not apply a lot of pressure with your pencil). If you begin to make hard dark lines at this stage and they are incorrect then you won’t be able to correct them. You still want to keep your drawing somewhat general. . .no details yet. At this stage you are still only concerned with the correct placement and proportions of objects. Refer to Figures 4.5 e-h in your textbook. Then step back and look for any additional corrections that are needed.

4. Step back into your original drawing position (this is important each and every time you draw!). Now, using your Clock Angle Tool and Mondrian Tool, use a very light line to begin making a grid of light horizontal and vertical lines from the edges of your objects across the page. These should be light notations (maybe using an H pencil) and do not need to span the entire page. Their purpose is to aid you in comparing the placement of one object to another. Now look at each object and the negative spaces in-between. Compare the placement of objects. Compare the height of one object to the one next to it. Do the same with the width. Look at the negative spaces in your drawing to see that they are the same shapes as those in your actual still life. You can never have too many vertical or horizontal lines. They are a visual representation of your search for perceptual clarity. At this point, use your clock angle tool and correct each and every angle as needed. See pages 52- 60 in your text for reference.

5. Repeat step 4 until you feel the drawing is accurate and successful. As your confidence increases through the course of this drawing you may need to make more corrections and/or reinforce the correct marks you’ve made with more defined lines. This is the stage in which line variation comes into play and can be a very important factor in completing your drawing.

*Your grade will be determined by:

1. How well you have followed the above directions,

2. Your craftsmanship (no smudges, torn paper, bent corners, etc.),

3. Turning your drawing in on time,

4. and the amount of time, effort and improvement evident in your finalized drawing.
