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SKETCHBOOK #1 Assignments

*Each sketchbook is worth 10% of your final grade. You will be graded upon effort, ability to follow directions and strength in your increasing skills in fully completing each assignment as specified below (along with any additional verbal instructions)

09/01 – 09/03: Inspiration

From magazines or books (or any alternate source), make photocopies of 10 drawings by artists. Paste them into your sketchbook and briefly explain in writing why you chose each image. Make sure to include as much technical info about each drawing as possible, such as artist(s), date, title, medium, etc.

09/08 – 09/10: Line Quality

Two sketches – 20 minutes each (no more, no less). Set up a still life of 3 or more objects. First make contour line drawing focusing on the use of “mechanical” line. Mechanical lines exhibit no variation in line weight; all lines should be the same width and value. For the second drawing, use the same still life. But, this time I want you to use contour line with line variation. These lines should reflect the variety of line weight changes (thick to thin, light to dark, etc). Please do not use lines that appear “sketchy” – they should be contour lines, exploring the structure and volumes of the objects in your still life.

09/15 – 09/17: Thumbnail Sketches
It’s time to start thinking about what you will be doing for your first “Outside Drawing”. Complete 4 thumbnail sketches to help you decide what composition you will want to use for this drawing. You should spend approximately 30 minutes on your sketches. Do all 4 drawings on 1 or 2 pages in your sketchbook (a spread of two pages will be ideal). Remember, these are quick drawings to help you get an idea of how the finished piece is intended to look. The thumbnails will consist of the same objects with 4 different arrangements. Draw each thumbnail within a rectangular frame so you can see how it will look within the boundaries.

09/22 – 09/24: Blind Contour

This one is fun and challenging! Create two drawings, each at least 15 minutes long, of your face in the mirror (you absolutely CANNOT use a photograph). Using a black, felt-tipped pen, do 2 blind contour drawings of yourself. NO PEEKING at your drawing. Take up the entire page for each drawing. (Your results will either be much better than you expected or much worse than you expected – don’t worry, this is just practice!)

09/29 – 10/01: Gesture from Life

Complete a series of six 5-minute gesture drawings of people or animals. DRAW FROM LIFE (not photographs)!!! For the first three drawings use graphite (no erasing! if you mess up, just redraw it on top of your failed drawing) and for the other three use a felt-tipped pen. Each gesture drawing should fill as much of the entire sketchbook page as possible. Also, please try to include as much of the scene as possible, such as what the person may be sitting upon, or the environment your dog is laying in, etc.)

10/06 Sketchbook #1 DUE

