Turchin Center Critique


ART 1000 Foundations 1


Instructor: David Mazure

Critical Review of a Work of Art

For this paper, you must write a critical review of one work of art from the Turchin Center for the Visual Arts.

Length: (at least) 750 typed words

Due: Monday, November 9th (by the beginning of class) – this paper CAN be emailed.

I want you to critically analyze one piece of art from the Turchin Center using vocabulary that we have discussed in class. You may discuss why you chose it and whether you like it or not, but I am much more interested in seeing you demonstrate to me that you understand how to use the vocabulary that we are learning in this course and how your critical eye is developing. Please include all relevant information about the work of art, such as size, medium, artist, year, etc.

You must use at least half of these words correctly (if appropriate to your piece I would prefer you use more) in your paper (if you are unsure about the exact definition and use of these terms, please refer to your textbook or ask your instructor):

Use of Negative Space





Movement/Motion





Visual Weight

Focal Point/Emphasis





Illusion of Space

Actual/Physical Texture





Value Range


Atmospheric Perspective




Actual/Implied Lines

Invented Texture





Visual Texture

Organic/Geometric/Representational/Non-objective shape
High/Low Contrast

Balance (Symmetrical, Asymmetrical, Radial, Approximate)
Narrative

Complementary Colors





Analogous Colors

Triadic Color Scheme





Primary Colors

Secondary Colors





Secondary Colors

Unity







Variety

Grouping (location, orientation, shape, value/color)

Proximity

Tension







Continuity

In addition to your paper, I would like you to complete a drawing of your selected work of art and turn it in on Monday. Please make it as detailed as possible so that I can understand what you are writing about in your paper.

Here are some of the shows currently on exhibit at the Turchin Center:

Plastic Flame Press
September 11, 2009 - January 16, 2010 
Appalachian alumnus Chris Williams has been creating posters for more than 15 years. Now the owner/operator and head designer for Plastic Flame Press, a screen printing company in Raleigh, NC, Williams has seen his work evolve from hand-drawn flyers to professional, screen-printed posters for Carrboro's Cat's Cradle nightclub.
SAQA: 12 Voices
September 11, 2009 - January 16, 2010 
Studio Art Quilt Associates, Inc. (SAQA) is a non-profit international organization whose mission is to promote the art quilt through education, exhibitions, professional development and documentation. SAQA defines an art quilt as a contemporary artwork exploring and expressing aesthetic concerns common to the whole range of visual arts: painting, printmaking, photography, graphic design, assemblage and sculpture, which retains, through materials or technique, a clear relationship to the folk art quilt from which it descends.
African Vailet: Olivia "Holly" Pendergast
September 11, 2009 - January 16, 2010
Olivia Mae Pendergast, also known as Holly, is a native of nearby Sugar Grove, where she grew up on a small farm, encouraged by her parents to develop her artistic skills. An alumnae of Columbus College of Art and Design's Illustration program, Pendergast spent five years as a conceptual designer working in the LA film industry. She currently lives in Seattle, Washington where she now paints full time.
This assignment is worth 10 entire points.






