
In typography, serifs are semi-structural details on the ends of some of the strokes that make up letters and
symbols. A typeface that has serifs is called a serif typeface (or seriffed typeface). A typeface without serifs is
called sans-serif, from the French sans, meaning “without”. Some typography sources refer to sans-serif type-
faces as "grotesque" (in German "grotesk") or "Gothic," and serif types as "Roman."

Using the letter that you have been assigned, create an 8” x 8” composition using your upper- and lower-
case letterforms. You will be give a specific serif typeface with which to work with. Do not deviate from this
typeface and be careful not to outline (add a stroke) to your letterforms and do not alter the scale of your
letterforms unproportionally (hold Shift key when scaling). You can repeat your letterforms as many times
as possible; you can even break apart your letterform (using the scissor or eraser tools) to help form your
composition.

PROJECTSPECIFICATIONS

RULESANDREGULATIONS

Think back to your days of 2-D Design and Drawing Fundamentals. What makes a good composition?
Why would someone want to look at your composition and be engaged enough to look at for a little while?
Are you conveying a message? Something representational? Something abstract? Perhaps you are making a
statement about a particular part of your letterform that you wish to highlight. The possibilities are endless!

 • Size: 8” x 8”
 • Black and white only. No color. No grayscale.
 • In your illustrator document, below your artboard, you must write you letter in both upper-
     and lower-case in your chosen typeface along with the name of the typeface written out
 • You will not be printing them. We will have an on-screen and/or projector critique.

INSTRUCTORSNOTE

DUE: 02/09: Project due. Projector critique.

SERIFCOMPOSITION
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• The letters you make can be made from any material by any process you can imagine; however, it is
    very important that your letters remain recognizable.
• Photographs of three different and original designs of your letter
• 7.5” x 7.5” high-quality full-color prints flush mounted using PMA to illustration board (no foam or
    poster board!)
• Resolution: 300 (or 360) dpi (ppi).
• Turn in clean, completed, mounted photos in an envelope with an 8.5”x11” (letter-sized) printout
    of your written reflections

SPECIFIEDREQUIREMENTS

Write responses to the following:
 • What went well with this assignment?
 • What did not go well?
 • What would you do differently if you could do this assignment again?
 • Describe the process you took to create each letter. Where did our ideas come from?
     How did they evolve?
 • Did you have any good ideas that you couldn’t accomplish? If so, why not?

Type your reflections using a word processing software application such as Microsoft Word or Pages.
Be sure to carefully proofread it and add your name to the top of your paper.

REFLECTIONQUESTIONS
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